
Leon Drutowski And Czeslawa Tikitin 

I don?t know who took this photograph. It shows my mother, Czeslawa Tikitin, nee Drutkowska and
her brother, Leon Drutowski , known as Lolek. It was taken in Lodz in the 1910s. My mother was
born in 1897. She went to a girls' gymnasium in Lodz. She wanted to enroll in a university but
Grandpa wouldn't allow it. I know Mom was musically gifted, she used to sing and play the piano
back before her marriage. She had her favorite café - on the corner of Piotrkowska and Moniuszki
streets - which she used to go to almost everyday. She'd meet her friends there, but unfortunately I
don't remember any of them. Lolek was two years younger than my mom. He was born in 1899 in
Lodz. As soon as the Legions were formed, Lolek, who was still underage, ran away to the army and
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so Grandpa went to look for him. He found him brushing horses in some unit. Lolek was a co-
founder of the Polish scouting organization in Lodz. The troop was named after Tadeusz Kosciuszko
and Lolek was its scoutmaster. He probably served in the army in the 1920s. First he studied at
Warsaw University of Technology and later at the mechanical and electrical faculty in Liege,
Belgium. After graduation he returned for a short time and started to work at his father and uncle's
factory. But, just like his father, Lolek didn't get on well with Uncle Jozef and soon went back to
Belgium.
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