
Mimi-Matilda Petkova's Relatives In Paris 

This photo was taken in the 1930s in Paris. These are some relatives on my mother's side.
Unfortunately I cannot recall who exactly they are. My ancestors came from Spain. They were
called Bizanti. They were banished by the queen and passed through Italy. My ancestors spent
some time in Toledo, where they were known as the Bizanti family, but when they passed through
Piza, they renamed themselves Pizanti. Then they left for Turkey. Some of them stayed in Odrin
and the others went to Bulgaria. The father of my great-grandfather was called David. I don't know
anything else about him. His son Saltiel was my great-grandfather. He died as a volunteer in the
fighting at Shipka Mount. My grandfather had three sons. One of them, Judas, was the father of
Haim Pizanti, who was a famous personality in Bulgaria - founder of the communist party in the
Vidin region and friend of Dimitar Blagoev [founder of the socialist movement in Bulgaria]. He was
married to Sultana, who along with Vela Blagoeva, the wife of Dimitar Blagoev, was in the
leadership of the women's organization in Vidin. In 1923 Haim Pizanti, his wife and three kids
immigrated to Russia. There he was sent to Siberia, where he died during the repressions. His
daughter, Renata returned to Bulgaria. Here she married the famous economist Jacques Natan.
They also had three children: Dimi, Valeri and Tania. The first two have already passed away. At
the moment the only heir to the Pizanti family is Tania Paunovska. Her son Vladimir Paunovski
worked as an editor with the Sofia Jewish organization Shalom. Now he is the director of the
museum at the Sofia synagogue.
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