
Magdolna Goldman After A 1st May March 

This is a 1st May picture, it was taken somewhere on Andrassy Avenue close to Hosok Square, in a
beer-garden. We are celebrating with my colleagues, I am first from right in the picture. It might
have been taken sometime at the beginning of the 1960s. I was at the Hungarian Central Statistical
Office until 1962. I got to the Institute of Party History because they were looking for a librarian,
and the husband of our personnel manager was the director of the library there, and he told me
about the job. But I thought about it for half a year, whether to accept the job or not, I oscillated,
because I liked it very much at the office. Since the data processing comes to an end after a while,
I left. At the Institute of Party History I was a librarian for 16 years. I continued my studies there, I
got my librarian degree at that time. When I started to work at the institute and had to introduce
myself, the director of the library took me to the big boss, who didn't like me from the beginning,
simply because it wasn't him who had brought me there, and because he wasn't on good terms
with the director. So I started off with a bad report from the start, and he made me feel it in
everything. That's why I didn't like it there, because I was an 'inferior citizen' in his eyes. Here in
Pest we were quite badly off, we got a rented room through acquaintances first. A family with four
children received us in their two-bedroom apartment with a maid's room on Kiraly Street. They
were very nice people. Their oldest child was of the same age as my daughter. This was a single-
story apartment, the small room was so small that we couldn't put anything into it. I lived there at
first with my daughter, then with my husband. The room wasn't bigger than six to eight square
meters. There was room for a small iron stove, a couch and a chair-bed there. We had the firewood
brought up, and they piled it up near the stove. There was so little room left that when my
daughter slept and kicked, the wood fell down. Then we closed that part and we slept together on
the one-man couch.
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