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Ema Tuncer With Her Family

This family picture was taken in Yesilyurt in 1992. From left to right: my mother, Ema Tuncer, my
father, Avni Tuncer, my son Orhan and me. My mother was a lively, cheerful person, who enjoyed
life. She loved telling jokes. One day, when my children were between eight and ten years of age,
she called them to her side and said, 'You are old enough now; I can tell you adult jokes from now
on.' My children remember her with a great deal of affection. They say, 'Who else has a
grandmother who told her ten-year-old grandchildren adult no-no jokes?' In 1988, my son Orhan
graduated from the Mechanical Engineering Department of the Bogazici University and went to the
University of California at Berkeley for his master's degree. When he was about to start on his
doctorate, he changed subjects and studied Linguistics instead. In 1993, he married Sharon
Inkelas, a linguist like himself, and they had two sons, Jem in 1995, and Eli in 1998. Unfortunately
they were divorced, though amicably, in 2006. The boys live with their mother, but my son takes
them a couple of days a week, when they spend some time together. In 1989, my daughter GUn
graduated from the English Language and Literature Department of the Bogazici University. She
went for her master's degree to the University of Edinburgh, and then for her doctor's degree to
the University of Glasgow. In 1994, she married Stewart Carruth, a housing expert. They had a son,
Jamie, in 2000, and a daughter, Lisha, in 2003. Every year, we visit our children in the USA and
Scotland; they, in turn, often come to visit us in Turkey. Sometimes we all get together at my
daughter's home in Scotland.
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