
Ema Tuncer With Her Relatives 

This is a family picture, taken in Istanbul in 1985. From left to right: My uncle Eli's wife Vilma
Finanser, my cousin Meri Bryant, my mother Ema Tuncer, and my cousin Rozi Boyman, Vilma's
daughter, in Yesilyurt. Eli Finanser attended the St. Benoit French School. He had a wholesale
business of pharmacy equipment. He was married to Vilma Bubic and had two daughters, Etel and
Rozi, both of whom attended the Ste. Pulchérie French School. Rozi then went on to the St. Michel
Lycée and the Academy of Fine Arts, where she studied Textile Designing. Eli died in Istanbul in
1997. His wife and daughters still live here. Meri and Ayten attended the Ste. Pulchérie French
School. After a long and successful career of 40 years as a dress-maker - she had an atelier in a
part of her house, with 5 Mexican girls helping with the sewing. She made haute-couture 'sur
commande' clothes for fashionable ladies who came to her house for the fittings - Meri went to
university at the age of 69, got her BA in French, then went on and obtained her master's degree
from Wake Forest University in North Carolina. In 1964, for the first time in their lives, my parents
bought their own apartment - in Yesilyurt, for my sake - because I had voiced the opinion that it
was better to live away from the city. After about a year, I got married and left, while they
remained in Yesilyurt.When they moved to Yesilyurt, my mother made a large circle of friends from
the Jewish Community. For many years, they got together in each other's houses to play kumkam.
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