
Deniz Nahmias With Friends From
Kostandinides School 

Here you can see me (second on the right in the top row) with my friends from Kostandinidis
School. The picture was taken in Thessaloniki in the 1930s. At that time we were friends with the
boys from Kostandinidis School. During the occupation, I mean during the war with Italy, we had
rented a house all together. This was a shelter like our school, the lycee. Since our parents were
very worried and didn't allow us to go to other neighborhoods we spent our time there. We had
rented this house as a family, the so-called Voga's house, but four other families were living there
as well. When the alarm was on we were not allowed to be away from the house. So we found ways
to spend our time there as pleasantly as we could. This house was situated near the sea, on
Vassileos Georgiou Street, opposite the Lycee, and now it doesn't exist anymore. It was a two-level
house with a yard and a garden and in the yard I remember we used to play volleyball. The father
of Boubis Vogas was very rich and his sister, Mahoula, had married a rich guy called Georgiadis
who owned the FIX industry. Boubis' mother was dead and his father was almost deaf. That's why
all the parties were taking place at his home. I played the piano, we danced, and we played
modern records on the gramophone. We used to dance tango, the waltz, and modern dances like
rock and 'gianga.' We also liked light Greek songs like 'I'll take you away' but not 'laika.' I
remember most of my friends from Kostandinidis School: Moris Alien, Arthur Mortician,
Thanassakis, he was the son of Kostandinidis, the director of the high school, Bernard Benveniste,
Haralambos Psaltis, David? Christians, Armenians, Jews all together. We were friends and
schoolmates and there was no discrimination among us. Arthur Mortician died eight years ago.
After many years he rented the apartment downstairs. I remember one day I had met him on the
street and I rented this apartment to him because he was a good friend and we played cards
together. We played 'biriba' also with Loucie, his Armenian girlfriend, and Ismini Ioannidou. Boubis
Vogas had a tragic death: he drowned while he was diving for fish and as I remember, he died quite
young. This happened in Athens.
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