
Deniz Nahmias Sailing In The Gulf Of
Thessaloniki 

This picture of me was taken in Thessaloniki in the 1940s.

When I grew up, I mean before the war, at the age of 15 or 16, I used to walk with my friends
around the center of the city and especially so in the summer just before the war. We used to
return home on foot to the area where we lived, Vassilissis Olgas. A famous cinema called 'Pate'
was situated in this area. This was a cinema and a patisserie at the same time. We liked all sweets
but especially pastry with cream and éclair with chocolate. In the same neighborhood another
cinema, 'Apollon,' was to be found together with a dance club.

Every Wednesday and Saturday all the students from high school used to go to the cinema
together. We went to the 'Apollon' cinema, which was screening two films. The second one was
part of a series, a story to be continued like, for example, about a cowboy who was killed. The first
movie was a romantic one and it was of a better quality, sometimes it was a musical. Most plays
were American but others were French.

We used to go on Saturday nights to the city's nightclubs, I mean, of course, when we were a bit
older. Just before the war started we were sixteen years old and boys used to come and pick us
from our homes with the permission of our mother. In those clubs there was live music and
everyone danced on the dance floor, mostly tango, the waltz and foxtrot. We used to go on
excursions to Peraia but not that often. We also went on excursions with our parents; there was a
small boat those days going to Peraia and there were some coffee shops there.
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