
Excursion With My Cousin In Asveastohori 

This is a picture of me (in center) with my cousin Liliana Menasse. It was taken during an excursion
in Thessaloniki in 1932. The elementary school I used to attend was a private one and it was
situated in the area of 25th Martiou, where we lived. Initially I went to 'Natsina' and when this one
closed I went to 'Zaxariadis' opposite the building of the Prefecture today. Nowadays this school is
demolished to let the street pass. Zaxariadis himself was an excellent teacher and I remember we
used to play in many theater plays there. And we had great fun because we used to change many
costumes. We also had a kind of drama dancing: we used to dress as the flowers of the spring, and
we used to imitate how flowers fell asleep in winter and how they woke up during spring. Our
parents came to see us perform. When I later attended the Lycee nothing of that kind happened.
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And I hardly remember any patriotic plays at that time. We used to have a dance teacher who
taught us all the Greek traditional dances like 'kalamatiano.' We also had music lessons and we
learned how to read the notes. Our music teacher was called Pavlidis and he used to play the
violin. Some of the songs we were learning: 'In the afternoon there in my arms' and 'The birds were
flying.' As a Lycee student I learned nothing of the kind. When I was a student we had costumes
made for students to wear over our clothes. They were blue and the soft collar was white and we
had two or three to change.
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