
Deniz Nahmias As A Young Woman 

This is a picture of me, taken in Athens in the 1940s. What was happening in Thessaloniki with the
climate the Germans were cultivating against the Jews was definitely a bad sign. This is why my
father decided that we should move to Athens to hide. So we left Thessaloniki on 28th February
1942 just before the imposition of the Nazi measures on 15th March. The fact that we managed to
escape was exceptional luck. At that time it was very difficult to find a house to rent in Athens. But
after searching we found a place, rented it and went there to hide. We had a Christian landlord and
when the Germans started searching the house for Jews we left this house and returned when the
situation had calmed down. In Athens every Monday we were going to the theater and we also
attend concerts of classical music. I remember we were sitting at the rocks of the theater listening
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to this music. I must tell you that even though it was a difficult period, the period of the German
Occupation, the theater was nevertheless full of people. It was a time when we had so many
interesting things to do. And watching theater performances was certainly among our priorities. I
remember Rena Vlachopoulou, now known as an actress and a comedian, who was a singer back
then. She used to sing a song that goes: 'The flower you have in your hair.' I also remember
Oikonomides who was always performing the role of a civil servant.
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