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Loucie Angel As A Middle-Aged Woman

This is a picture of my mother, Loucie Angel, taken in Athens in the 1960s. My mother Loucie was
born in 1895 in Thessaloniki and died in 1995, when she was 100 years old, in Athens. Her mother
tongue was French because she had attended a French school but she could also understand
Ladino. No one knew Hebrew at that time; they only read the Bible [Old Testament] in Hebrew but
they couldn't understand anything. Our languages were Ladino and French. So my mother
attended the French school and this school was located in the market area of the city. My mother
was a fashion victim. She used to wear hats, and every year she went to the dressmaker to have
new dresses made but she also altered the old ones; in French this was called 'transforme.' My
mom always kept up with fashion and when she was a young woman used to wear little hats with
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veils. She used to wear costumes. She was really a modern woman. Special shops were selling
hats, so every year my mother was buying one or two and she altered the old ones. There was a
shop selling hats on 25th March Street, which was near our house. At that time some dressmakers
were really expensive but you could also find cheap ones who were paid for a day's work.
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