Q centropa www.centropa.org/en/photo/emil-synek

Emil Synek

This is a beautiful photograph. My father, Emil Synek, was a vehicle buff, and even before he had
his first car, he owned this large motorcycle. This photo must be from sometime in 1926, at most
1928, basically from the latter part of the 1920s. | was born in 1926, and | remember only cars, no
motorcycle. Every little while we had a new car. I'd say that we were more or less middle class. We
didn't own buildings, our father didn't want that. But we always had cars, every three years a new
car. Our parents probably used to go on decent holidays, even though | don't even know how much
they made a year. They would often go to the Tatras. But my father always said that he didn't save
money. Which was the right thing to do. He used to say that for a country's economy to function,
money has to circulate. That was his motto. An absolutely modern way of thinking. And he also
used to say as a joke that he wanted someone to marry me out of love and not for money. Back
then people used to save up for girls' dowries. And he did the right thing, because he enjoyed his
money. Then we lost everything anyways. He also equipped his dental practice with the latest. My
father was in the army during World War I, but he never told us where and for how long. But | do
know for sure that he told us that he was in uniform in 1918, when Austrian emblems were being
torn down. That revolution in 1918 was a big experience for him. But he probably didn't spend
much time in the army, because he was wounded in some way. Even though who knows how it
was, because my father was quite dead set against war, he'd always been an anti-militarist.
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