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Anna Mrazkova

L

This photo is from 1955. That's me in Prague. The first year after the war, | worked in Prague in a
Jewish old-age home as a night nurse. | attended typing and shorthand courses, but | didn't like it
too much, | told myself that that wasn't anything for me. | decided to become a nurse, and took a
two-year course at a nursing school in Jecna Street. Later, while working, | took an extension in that
two-year specialization, and after taking night courses got my diploma. | worked at the Research
Institute in the clinical department in nutritional research, later | transferred to the experimental
department, where we did experiments on animals. | met my first husband, Karel Capek, at the
faculty hospital in internal medicine. At the time | was working at a clinic, and he was there as a
medic, doing a thesis in rehabilitation. Back then they wanted to transfer me to the countryside, to
be a head nurse somewhere far outside of Prague. But | didn't want to be a head nurse, because
that work is more about arguing with employees and cleaning ladies. While I'd gone to study
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nursing mainly because | wanted to work with the ill. Alas, back then they told me that because |
was single, they weren't going to discuss it with me at all, and would simply transfer me to the
country. | was complaining about it to the medics, and at that time Karel said: ?All right, I'll marry
you!? We were married in 1950, but as | say, just the circumstances of the wedding were a sign

that the marriage wouldn't last long. After a year we were divorced. My second husband, Karel
Mrazek, was an academic painter.
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