
Lev Mistetskiy With Family 

Our family walking in the park in Lipovets. From left to right: my nephew Valeriy Mistetskiy, my
older brother Mikhail's son; I; my daughter Lilia, my younger son Anatoliy and my wife Galina
Mistetskaya, nee Drinkovskaya. This photo was taken in 1972. My older son Iosif entered a medical
school after finishing the 8th grade. After finishing medical school he joined the army. Iosif served
in Germany. He was an assistant doctor in a medical unit. My son wanted to become a doctor. After
demobilization he went to take entrance exams for the Medical College in Kiev. He failed. My
acquaintance's son was assistant professor in this college. I asked him for help. I just wanted him to
help with an unprejudiced attitude to my son. During the Soviet period it was hard for Jews to enter
higher educational institutions. We went to Kiev and met with this man. He clearly indicated to us
that there was an unspoken rule not to admit Jews. My son didn't try a second time. He married
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Tatiana Derun, a Ukrainian girl, and they moved to Anapa in the Caucasus [1,000 km from Kiev].
Tatiana was born in 1959. She finished a trade school. She works in a store now. Iosif works as an
assistant doctor. They have two children: Yelena, born in 1979, and Alexandr, born in 1985. My son
Anatoliy moved to my sister in Taganrog after finishing the 8th grade where he entered the electric
engineering faculty of the metallurgical technical school. After this school he received the diploma
of an electrician and joined the army. He served in Czechoslovakia. After demobilization he moved
to Kiev and went to work as an electrician with the Kiev metro. Later he went to work at a garage.
Anatoliy was married three times. Victor, his son in the first marriage, was born in 1980, Vladislav,
in the second marriage, was born in 1989. Anatoliy is now married for the third time. His wife Diana
Voloshkova, a Ukrainian, was born in 1981. She works in an audit office. Their son Arseniy will turn
three soon. They live in Kiev. My daughter finished the Pedagogical College in Vinnitsa. She
married Sergey Riabokon, a Ukrainian. They are the same age. Lilia didn't change her surname.
Lilia worked as a teacher in a kindergarten. Lilia's first daughter, Svetlana, was born in 1981, and
her second, Anna, in 1987. In 1992 Lilia died in an accident. Sergey's mother, who lives in Vinnitsa,
is raising her daughters. Of course, my wife and I support them and send them money and gifts. It's
hard to outlive one's child. This grief will never go away.
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