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My father Vladimir Sneiderman. The photo was taken at the front in 1914 during World War I. My
father mailed this picture along with his Chanukkah greetings. My father was born in Mitava,
Kurlandia province [Latvia] in 1884. He was the first baby in the family. He studied at cheder, but
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he was very intelligent and very handy with things. He was very strong and healthy. After the
family moved to Kharkov he found a job as a locksmith at the locomotive repair plant. He also had
a good ear for music and soon began to play in the brass orchestra of the plant. My parents met in
Kharkov. My father was playing at a wedding and the bridegroom was my mother's friend. My
father talked with my mother a little. They got married in Kharkov in 1908. They had a chuppah
and my father's friends played music at the wedding. The newly-weds lived with my mother's
parents. My father worked as a locksmith and played in a brass band; my mother helped my
grandmother about the house. In 1910 my older brother, Izia Sneiderman, was born; I followed on
26th August 1914. Shortly before, on 1st August, World War I began. [Editor's note: The war
actually began with Austro-Hungarian Monarhy's declaration of war on Serbia on 28th July. After
that Russia ordered mobilization of her forces, and, on 1st August Germany declared war.] My
father went to the front. After the revolution of 1917 my father volunteered to the Red Army and
served in Kharkov in a music band until 1924. My father played the horn very well.
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