
Bluma Lepiku 

This is me and my cat at my home. I'm doing exercises on my training machine. This photo was
taken in Tallinn in 2005. In 1985 the Jewish community of Estonia was established. It provides great
assistance to all of us. The community supports me. I keep to a strict diet and cannot eat the food
they deliver. Therefore, they deliver food rations, and I can cook myself. I try to do everything
about the house. The social community staff tell me off for cleaning the windows myself, when I
can order this service. What I think is that as long as I can do things myself, why bother people? I
used to visit the community frequently in the past. I attended their events and celebration of
holidays. Now walking is difficult for me, and I stay at home most of the time. The community
covers some medication costs for me, though I have to spend a lot on medications. In summer
2005 the government increased pensions of the people, who had been in the evacuation. We were
equaled with those, who had been subject to repression, and provided some similar benefits.
However, our utility bills are very high. After paying all bills I have 800 crones [about USD70,-] left,
and this is far from sufficient. I don't know how I would manage, were it not for the community
support.
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