
Dora Reichmann 

This is my paternal grandmother Dora Reichmann, Shumiacher in her first marriage. This
photograph was taken before my grandmother got married, in the N.Staden studio, Jurjew (Dorpat),
later - Tartu, in 1896. My father's parents came from Tallinn. My grandmother's sister, Martha
Fridlander, also lived in Tallinn. She divorced her husband before I was born. I didn't know him.
Martha had a son. His name was Hermann. He was tall and handsome. Marta was worried that he
was single. I didn't know my father's father, Mendl Shumiacher. My father was born in 1897. His
younger brother Michail was born in 1900. Their father died, when they were still very young. My
grandmother remarried. I don't remember her second husband's first name. His surname was
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Reichmannn. My grandmother had his portrait. He was a handsome man with moustache. They
didn't live long together. Reichmannn died in a tragic accident. He was an electrician. One day he
was killed by an electric shock. My grandmother never remarried again. She rented a house and
opened a kosher Jewish restaurant and a small inn for traders and sales agents. When her business
developed and she could afford it, she bought the building from its owner. The family resided in a
rental apartment. My grandmother was a terrific cook. I don't know a better one. Her inn and
restaurant were always full, and a number of men proposed to my grandmother, but she refused all
of them, since none of them wanted her children. They were talking about getting married and as
for the children, they wanted to discuss this issue later. However, my grandmother did not agree to
leave her sons on their own even for the time being. So, she never remarried again. She dedicated
herself to the restaurant and her sons.
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