
Iosif Korobov With His Wife Sara Korobova
And Their Son Philip 

This is my maternal grandfather Iosif Korobov, my grandmother Sara Korobova and their first child
Philip. This photo was taken in Paris, France, in 1909. My grandfather Iosif was trained in the
vocation of a hat maker. It was easy to travel abroad at that time, and my grandfather went to his
brother in Paris to master his craft. There he met Sara Brauns, my grandmother to be. Sara, my
grandmother to be, decided to become a bonnet maker. Bonnets were popular with ladies, and
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bonnet makers were overloaded with work. Those, who had training in Paris, were particularly
popular. Paris has been the cradle of haute couture at all times and a bonnet from Paris was just
like a dream. My grandmother's sister Yetta Markovich lived in Paris, and my grandmother decided
to go to Paris to have training in the vocation. She met my grandfather to be there and they fell in
love with one another. They got married in Paris. It goes without saying that they had a traditional
Jewish wedding, both of them having come from a religious family. In 1908 their son Philip, and in
1913 their daughter Marcel, my mother to be, were born. After my mama was born, my
grandfather started feeling desperately homesick. He insisted on leaving Paris for Narva where his
father lived. So my grandmother, grandfather and their two children moved to Narva in 1914
before World War I.
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