
Teviye Korobov 

This is my great-grandfather, my maternal grandfather's father, Teviye Korobov. I don't know when
or where this picture was taken. My grandfather's father, my great-grandfather Teviye Korobov,
was a soldier in Nikolai's army. Recruits served 25 years in Nikolai's army. After their service was
over, the tsarist government took care of them. They served in the army while their age mates
learned vocations, got married and built their homes. Former soldiers, being about 40, had to start
from scratch. Therefore, the government gave them plots of land, money, licenses to start a
business to their liking and pensions. There were other benefits and they equally covered Jewish
soldiers. For this reason my grandfather was given permission to live in Narva beyond the Pale of
Settlement. They say Teviye was handsome, strong and tall. In Narva, Teviye built a house and a
forge and became a blacksmith. He got married and had children. I know nothing about my great-
grandmother. They had four children. I don't remember the name of the oldest son. My grandfather
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Iosif Korobov, born in Narva in 1879, was the second child. Then there were two daughters: Jenny
and Haja-Dusha. I don't know Jenny's date of birth, but Haja-Dusha was born in 1883. Jenny died
young. My grandfather's older brother emigrated to France probably at the end of the 19th century.
He lived in Paris. We tried to find him through the Red Cross after World War II. My grandmother's
sister Greta Gringut, who lived in Switzerland, also joined in the search, but we failed to find my
grandfather's brother or any of his family. He must have perished during the occupation of France.
My grandfather's sister Haja-Dusha married Leitman, a Jewish man. I don't remember his first
name. Estonia belonged to the Russian Empire then. Haja-Dusha and her husband moved to Saint
Petersburg, Russia. Haja-Dusha's husband was carried away by revolutionary ideas and was a
Bolshevik. He took part in the revolution in 1917. Later he became a party activist. My grandfather
Iosif was trained in the vocation of a hat maker. It was easy to travel abroad at that time, and my
grandfather went to his brother in Paris to master his craft. There he met Sara Brauns, my
grandmother to be.

www.centropa.org/en/photo/teviye-korobov

https://www.centropa.org/en/photo/teviye-korobov
https://www.centropa.org

