
Ella Aizman With Her Granddaughters Zelda
And Miriam 

This is my maternal grandmother Ella Aizman with my younger sisters Zelda Putte, nee Naimark,
and Miriam Shpolyanskaya, nee Nairmark. The picture was taken in Tallinn in 1920. Mother's family
lived in Estonia, in a small town called Paljasmaa. My maternal grandfather, Leizer-Ber Aizman, was
born in Tartu. Grandmother's name was Ella. I don't know her maiden name. Grandmother was
born in Paljasmaa and my grandparents moved there after the wedding. Grandmother was a
housewife. All their children were born in Paljasmaa. The family was large. They had 13 children. I
knew only five out of them: Mother and four of her sisters. They lived in Estonia. The rest of the
children lived in different parts of the world. None of the children of the Aizman family obtained a
good education. My mother finished three grades of Jewish elementary school. I think that another
four children had approximately the same education. The family was religious. Jewish traditions
were observed. Sabbath and Jewish holidays were marked at home. Grandfather went to the prayer
house on Sabbath and on Jewish holidays. Yiddish was spoken at home. My parents got married in
1919. Our family was Jewish and all the children got Jewish names. My elder sister, Ente-Zelda, was
born in 1920. She was called Zelda at home. The second sister, Chaya-Miriam, was born in 1921.
She was called Miriam. The third sister, Roche-Leya, was just called Roche. She was born in 1924. I
was born in 1927. I was called Libe-Dina. I was called Dina at home. In 1933 my brother Zelek-Michl
was born. Father was happy to have a son. My brother went through his brit milah. I remember that
event as we, children were treated to sweets. Father had his own shop. He obtained a state patent
for private entrepreneurs. His workshop produced half-finished patterns of the upper part of shoes.
Shoemakers purchased those materials from Father. Mother was a housewife. My maternal
grandmother moved into our place when my parents got married. Grandfather had died a long time
ago and she remained by herself. I remember Grandmother very well. She looked beautiful even at
an elderly age.
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