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Jankiel Kulawiec With His Daughter Visiting
Israel
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This is me with my daughter Roza Kulawiec, while we are visiting Israel in the middle of the 1990s.
We are standing in front of the Western Wall in Jerusalem. All that time after the war, | thought a
few times about going to Israel. The first time was when the Haganah was being formed - with
friends we wanted to go as volunteers. We even went to Left Poalei Zion to sort it out, but
something didn't work out, | can't remember what. Then in 1968, when there were all those
problems, | sent my papers off to Warsaw, to the Ministry of Interior Affairs, but they turned me
down. And after that my wife didn't want to, because couples from mixed marriages that went
didn't get along too well there, goy women in particular had trouble acclimatizing there. So | only
ever went to Israel to visit family, when it was allowed. | went the first time in 1989, | went with my
daughter, to visit the last remaining Kulawieces. | went again in 1994. But before that all | had was
contact by letter. My daughter went to a secular Jewish school, first to a vocational hairdressing
school and then to a high school. The children remember the Jewish holidays, and | even get New
Year wishes from my son-in-law at Rosh Hashanah. My daughter has been to Israel with me and
keeps in touch with the family there. My daughter and son-in-law even had trouble once in
connection with my daughter's background. It was in 1968, when my son-in-law was working in
Lubin in a mining corporation. One day his colleagues asked him if he had any enemies. His
department had received an anonymous note that his wife was a Jew. They gave him the note and
he took it home to show my daughter. She had a friend, a teacher, who she was very close to. She
would come to Legnica to visit me with them, they literally ?ate out of the same bowl.? When Roza
saw the note, she immediately recognized the handwriting as Asia's, that friend. Shortly afterwards
it turned out that it was her. My daughter and son-in-law went to tea with her, and showed her and
her husband the note, and after they left they eavesdropped at the door and heard them arguing
and this Asia's husband reproaching her for writing the note. That was that incident.
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