
Ida Kristina With Her Friend 

This is a picture of me (on the left) in the 4th grade with my friend whose last name was Zubach.
I've forgotten her first name. The photo was taken on my birthday in Chernigov on 17th August
1931. My father returned from Austrian captivity at the end of 1918. I was born on 17th August
1919. I was their youngest and favorite daughter, a 'love child', as my father used to say. I went to
a Ukrainian school in Leskovitsa in 1927. There were still Jewish schools in the town, they were
closed later, in the late 1930s, but my father thought it was better for me to study in a Ukrainian
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school since religious persecutions had already begun. My parents were convinced that life would
be easier for me if I spoke without a Jewish accent and that it would be easier for me to enter a
higher educational institution since the language of teaching there was Russian, the state
language. I was the only Jewish girl in my class; my classmates were Ukrainian and Russian. Most
of my classmates were Ukrainian boys and girls from the neighboring villages. I got along well with
my classmates and there were no conflicts. Nobody ever hurt me and basically nobody cared about
nationality. After I finished the 4th grade I went to study at another Ukrainian higher secondary
school. I got along well with my schoolmates. I liked studying at school. I became a Young
Octobrist, and then a pioneer. I took part in public activities. I sang in our school choir. At home I
had classes with a private music teacher. She taught me to play the piano. My music classes didn't
last long since my parents couldn't afford to pay for my classes. However, I liked playing the piano
and picked up tunes by myself.
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