
Zhenia Kriss With Her Family 

From left to right: I, my daughter Irina, her husband Yuri Malitin, and their children Andrei and
Alexandra, and my husband Isaac Gragerov. The photo was taken in Kiev in 1986 when my
daughter's family was leaving for Moscow after the Chernobyl disaster. Our children, Irina and
Alexandr, followed into our footsteps. They wanted to become chemists. It was next to impossible
for Jews to enter higher educational institutions at that time in Kiev and they went to study in
Moscow. Irina graduated from the Faculty of Chemistry at Moscow University. She married her
fellow student Yuri Malitin. Irina and Yuri live and work in Kiev. They have two children: Andrei, who
graduated from the Faculty of Biology at Kiev University, and Alexandra, who studies in the 10th
grade of the lyceum at the Kiev Polytechnic Institute. I have never been religious and never
identified myself as a Jew. My husband, I and our children have always been Soviet people, patriots
of our country. We always liked to celebrate Soviet holidays. We've had friends of various
nationalities. We liked to get together and sing beautiful Soviet songs. We've read a lot and
attended theatres, art exhibitions and concerts. Unfortunately, I've never been to Israel, but I've
read a lot and watched TV programs about this wonderful country that suffered a lot in the past. I
follow up all news and events in Israel. The situation is terrible considering all the deaths of
innocent people and children. I do hope that the situation will improve and people will live in peace
in Israel. I wish them happiness. There is a number of Jewish organizations in Ukraine. There are
Jewish newspapers and all this has become interesting to me. Unfortunately, we cannot attend
lectures or concerts due to our health condition. We read Jewish newspapers and watch the Yahad
program on TV. Hesed provides assistance to us. We find it wonderful that Jewish life has revived in
Ukraine.
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