
Zhenia Kriss's Uncle Zeidel Kodrianskiy 

My mother's brother Zeidel Kodrianskiy. This photo was taken before the war for a document in
Kiev in 1940. My maternal grandparents died in 1905 one after the other, when my mother was 10
years old. My mother never answered any questions about my grandparents. It was probably too
hard for her to recall them, or she probably couldn't remember much considering her age when
they died. After they died, my mother was raised by her older sisters and brothers. My mother's
older brother, Zeidel Kodrianskiy was born in 1885 and he was a laborer. After the Revolution of
1917, when the family moved to Kiev, he took on a job as a loader in a store. His wife died in the
early 1930s. During the war Zeidel's sons, Monia and Zinoviy, went to the army, and his daughter,
Malka, and her family lived in the vicinity of Moscow. Zeidel couldn't go into evacuation, and he
didn't want to either. He had severe eczema. His body was covered with abscesses and wounds. He
was confined to bed. On 29th September 1941, when the 'zhyds [kikes] of Kiev' were ordered by
German command to go to Babi Yar and were shot there, Zeidel stayed at home. He didn't know
anything about the order, and besides he couldn't walk. After a few days Zeidel's Ukrainian
neighbors - they had become policemen during the fascist regime and were drunk - dragged the
poor man down into the yard, beating and whipping him until he became quiet. They left him dying
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in the dust of the yard. Our neighbors told us this story. They watched the incident but were afraid
to come to my uncle's defense and stop the murderers.
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