
Mendel Kreimer And His Second Wife Enna
Goldstein 

This is me with my second wife Enna Goldstein. This photo was taken in Kishinev in the 1980s. We
were having a weekend walk in winter. In 1953 I divorced my first wife officially and my son stayed
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with her following the decision of the court. In 1954 Enna and I got married. We had a small
wedding dinner that was quite customary in those years and had a good life together. Enna was a
skilled medical nurse and could replace a doctor. Parents weren't concerned about leaving their
kids in her care. They knew that Enna would take care of them, if they had fever or diarrhea. She
was also a great housewife. She liked cooking and having guests. She did it well and our friends
liked getting together in our home. She always bought the best and fresh food for such parties, got
up at 4am and took a few days to do the cooking. The guests always praised her talents while I
used to tell her off for wasting her energy. We celebrated Soviet holidays: 1st May, October
Revolution Day, New Year, and gathered together during Jewish holidays with our Jewish friends.
My wife Enna died in December 1996. We lived together for over 40 years. Enna was very smart
and we had a good life. She never allowed any conflicts. If we had arguments, she never left them
last till evening. She used to say, 'Life is short, and we mustn't waste it arguing.' Our neighbors
used to stop talking for months, but Enna said, 'I can't afford such luxury'. She always tried to find
humor with me. I also did my best. I saw how devoted she was to me, and this is so rare in our
days. I feel sorry I didn't value her as she deserved. Only when one loses something, one realizes
what he had and what he lost. When Enna was alive, work was number one in my life, and my
family came second.
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