
Leonid Krais' Mother-In-Law Sheyndl
Fishman And Her Parents 

My wife's family. On the left is my wife's maternal grandfather, next to him my wife's mother,
Sheyndl Fishman, and my wife's grandmother. They are dressed in Orthodox clothes, this was their
everyday way of dressing. The photo was taken in Yedintsy in the 1890s, before Sheyndl's
wedding. After I returned from the army in 1955 I met my future wife Clara Fishman. She was born
in the town of Yedintsy in Romania in 1937. Yedintsy was a small and poor provincial town, and
there was no electricity there before the war. There were many Jewish families; most of them were
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poor. My wife's mother, Sheyndl Fishman, was a housewife, and her father, Yankel Fishman, was a
carpenter. My wife came from a typical Jewish family. Her family was very poor and religious. They
celebrated Jewish holidays and went to the synagogue. My wife was raised Jewish. She completed
secondary school. Clara and her parents were in the ghetto in Zatishiye village in Vinnitsa region.
This ghetto was supervised by the Romanians. Clara and her parents survived the horrors of the
ghetto, but they suffered from the consequences it had on their health. Clara's parents died of
tuberculosis. Clara had lost them before I met her. When we met she was 18. We got married in
1955. Clara also loved my mother. We didn't have a traditional wedding. We had a civil ceremony
and a small dinner at home afterwards. My mother liked my wife and treated her like a daughter.
Clara finished Medical College in Chernovtsy and began to work as a nurse in a hospital in town. I
worked as a driver.
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