
Helena Kovanicova 

This photograph of me was taken in 1998 at our cottage in Nova Ves nad Nisou, close to Jablonec
nad Nisou in northern Bohemia. We got the cottage from relatives. From 1959 to 1961 I worked for
the so-called Rohoplast People's Manufacturing Association, which means that I worked at home.
From 1961 to 1963 I worked part-time for Construction Machinery on Jungmannovo Namesti as a
personnel and payroll manager and finally from 1963 up to retirement I worked for the Research
Institute for Mechanization and Automation, which was also on Jungmannovo Namesti. I had the
right to already retire at the age of 53, due to the fact that I had been in a concentration camp. In
the end I retired when I was 59, but at the time it made me utterly despondent. I couldn't imagine
what I'd do at home.
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