
Mina Trachtenbroit's Family 

This is my mother's family picture, taken in Briceni in 1918. My mother gave this picture to my
father when they were engaged. It is signed on the back with the words, ?To my darling Aron?? the
rest of it is illegible since the ink faded. We got this picture from our neighbors when we returned
to the village after the war. Sitting are my mother Mina Trachtenbroit, nee Zilberman, on the right,
and my grandmother Feina Zilberman. Standing are my mother's friend Rosa, on the left, and my
mother's cousin Isaac Zilberman. I didn't know my mother's parents. They died before I was born.
My grandfather's name was Khaskel Zilberman. He and my grandmother Feina - I was named after
her - came from Briceni. My grandmother was born in 1868. She was a housewife. They had
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housemaids. My grandparents had two children: Joseph, born in 1886, and my mother Mina, born in
1898. My mother only told me shortly before she died that Joseph was her stepbrother. His mother
was my grandfather's first wife. My mother's family was religious. They celebrated Sabbath and
Jewish holidays. My grandparents went to the synagogue on Saturdays and Jewish holidays. I know
about it from my mother. The children were educated at home. My mother had fluent Hebrew so
she could read the prayers. She could also read and write in Yiddish. They both finished grammar
school. I don't know where Joseph continued his education. My mother studied at the high school
for girls in Odessa. She met my father in Odessa in 1915. They fell in love with one another. The
Revolution brought an abrupt end to their studies and they returned to Briceni. My father and my
mother were dating for almost eight years. Grandmother Feina had breast cancer, so my mother
couldn't get married because she had to take care of her mother. She loved her mother and
wanted to spend as much time with her as possible. My father was a frequent guest in my mother's
house. Grandmother Feina died in 1922. She was buried in the Jewish cemetery in Briceni. My
parents got married after the traditional mourning of one year.
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