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Larissa Khusid's Uncle Idel Khusid

My father's brother, Idel Khusid. This photo was taken in Odessa in 1922. My father's brother Idel,
was born in 1885. Idel got a degree in economics. He lived and worked in Odessa. In the early
1930s he divorced his wife, leaving her and their son Alexandr in Odessa, and moved to Kiev,
where he lived there with his common-law wife, Valentina Ottovna, a German - they did not
arrange a lawful marriage. When the war began, Valentina convinced Idel that the Germans were a
civilized people and would therefore do no harm to the Jews, and so it did not make any sense for
them to leave home. According to what one of our distant relatives told us, Valentina Ottovna
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handed Idel over to policemen near the Golden Gate, an ancient historical monument in Kiev. Our
relative, a Christian woman, said she had seen the Germans pushing Idel into the column of Jews
walking to the Babi Yar. Idel was shot along with thousands of other Jews on September 29, 1941.
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