
Margarita Kamiyenovskaya 

This is me in one of my favorite Tallinn cafes. On a warm summer day I went there to have a cup of
coffee on the way back from the Jewish community and my picture was taken by a street
photographer. This picture was taken in Tallinn in 2005. Of course, when the independence was
declared, life became more difficult. More than half of my pension benefit is spent on utility
payments. Our Jewish community is helping me a lot. I often used to go there. I didn't just have
lunch there, but I also attended concerts and lectures. All Jewish holidays are marked in the
community. I was present at the pascal seder as well. The community does a great job. In 2000 the
Jewish community was happy to have a rabbi. He is a young man from Israel. He came here with
his wife. He does a lot for the revival of the religion, which was banned during the Soviet regime. A
small synagogue has been open on the second floor of our community centre since 2000. The
foundations of a new synagogue have been laid in the yard. Owing to local sponsors the
community managed to restore the synagogue on the cemetery and ablution premise.
Unfortunately, it's hard for me to leave home and I rarely go to the community centre. I'm always
taken care of by the community. Every other day they bring lunch for me. All I have to do is to
warm it. I'm visited by volunteers. They call me asking me what I need. Of course, the community
provides material assistance, but what is done by my friends from the community is of no lesser
importance as I don't feel bereft and lonely.
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