
Anna Ivankovitser's Daughter Polina
Korenblum 

My daughter Polina Korenblum at the dedication of the monument which stands on the common
grave of the 900 Jews who were exterminated in the Chernovtsy ghetto on 7th July 1941. The
monument was erected on 9th May 2002. The photo was taken in Chernovtsy in 2002. Polina was
born in 1957. Polina graduated from the music school and then attended the Musical Pedagogical
College. Polina married Mihail Korenblum, a Jew, in 1978. He is an engineer. He graduated from the
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Polytechnic University in Lvov. Their daughter Faina was born in 1980. Faina is a medical nurse at
the military hospital now. Their son Semyon was born in 1987. He has finished the 9th grade at the
Jewish school in Chernovtsy. He will continue his studies in Israel. Polina worked at the
kindergarten for 8 years after finishing college. After this kindergarten was closed, she got a job as
a librarian at the Jewish school. That's where she works now. Polina is director of Chernovtsy's
community of progressive Judaism. I am a member of this community. We call ourselves
mishpokhe - a family, because we are members of the family. Families are members of this
community: wives, husbands, grandmothers and grandfathers. We celebrate the Sabbath, holidays
and birthdays of members of our 'family'. There were over one hundred people in this community
in the recent past. Many have left, but we go on. We discuss the Torah. Every Saturday we read a
chapter from the Torah. I like progressive Judaism. I prefer it to a synagogue where the men sit
downstairs and the women sit upstairs. We pray together. We sit beside each other, sing anthems,
recite prayers and feel equal. Chernovtsy honors the Jews who perished during the war.
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