
Anna Ivankovitser And Her Daughters,
Marina Korenblum And Polina Fisher 

This photo was taken in Chernovtsy in 2001 during the visit of my daughter Marina Fisher from
Israel. I am sitting at the table in the kitchen, my daughter Polina Korenblum is standing behind me
(left) next to Marina (right). Polina was born in 1957. Polina graduated from the music school and
then attended the Musical Pedagogical College. Polina married Mihail Korenblum, a Jew, in 1978.
He is an engineer. He graduated from the Polytechnic University in Lvov. Their daughter Faina was
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born in 1980. Faina is a medical nurse at the military hospital now. Their son Semyon was born in
1987. He has finished the 9th grade at the Jewish school in Chernovtsy. He will continue his studies
in Israel. Polina worked at the kindergarten for 8 years after finishing college. After this
kindergarten was closed, she got a job as a librarian at the Jewish school. That's where she works
now. Marina, our younger daughter, was born in 1964. She graduated from the Department of
Economics at the University of Chernovtsy. She married David Fisher, an engineer, after finishing
her studies. Their older daughter, Mila, was born in 1989 and in 1990 Marina and her family moved
to Israel. They live in Herzliya. Marina works as a shop assistant. Her husband graduated from the
Moscow Road Transport Institute. He works as a programmer at a plant. Their second daughter,
Keren, was born in 1996. I've visited my daughter three times in Israel. I went there for the first
time while my husband was still alive. I stayed there a month. My second visit was after my
husband died. That time I stayed there for 4 months. I stayed half a year in Israel during my third
visit. They also visited me last year. I was very impressed by what I saw in Israel. When we read
the word 'paradise' in the Bible, I imagine Israel. I find it terrible that people can't live quietly and in
peace in this country. In 1990 the Jewish way of life began to revive in Chernovtsy. There are
Jewish communities and Hesed here. In 1991 a Jewish school was opened in Chernovtsy. At that
time about 70% of the children at this school were Jewish and all the teachers were Jewish.
Afterwards, many of the Jews moved to Israel, and so there are not many Jews left at school. But
this is a very good school and many non-Jewish children study here at present. And the school
changed its name from the Jewish School to the Educational Institution with Advanced Courses in
Jewish Subjects. Classes are taught in Ukrainian. Besides the general curriculum subjects, there are
classes in Hebrew, traditions, history, music and Jewish literature. My daughter Polina is director of
Chernovtsy's community of progressive Judaism. I am a member of this community. We call
ourselves mishpokhe - a family, because we are members of the family. Families are members of
this community: wives, husbands, grandmothers and grandfathers. We celebrate the Sabbath,
holidays and birthdays of members of our 'family'. There were over one hundred people in this
community in the recent past. Many have left, but we go on. We discuss the Torah. Every Saturday
we read a chapter from the Torah. I like progressive Judaism. I prefer it to a synagogue where the
men sit downstairs and the women sit upstairs. We pray together. We sit beside each other, sing
anthems, recite prayers and feel equal.
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