
Anna Ivankovitser's Sister Maria
Ivankovitser With
some Of Her Medical Colleagues 

My sister Maria Ivankovitser (on the right) with some of her medical colleagues in the yard of the
hospital where she worked as a cardiologist. This photo was taken in 1978 in Chernovsty. My sister
entered a preparatory course for the Medical Institute in 1945. Maria was a brilliant student and
graduated from the Institute with a Red Diploma. She became a very good cardiologist. After
graduating from the Institute, Maria married her co-student Isaak Tsypris, a Jew. They were a
wonderful couple, but, unfortunately, they didn't have any children. Both of them got job
assignments in the village of Lishkovtsy and worked there for 8 years. Later, they came to work in
Chernovtsy. Maria was a very respectable person in Chernovtsy. In the 1970s Jewish people began
to move to Israel. We sympathized with those who were leaving, and were a little bit jealous.
Regretfully, our family couldn't leave. One had to pay for one's diploma at that time before moving,
and we didn't have that much money. The authorities justified this requirement with the fact that
the state had spent money to give us an education, so we were obliged to compensate it for the
costs. My husband and I, my sister and her husband had diplomas, and the amount we were
supposed to pay was far above what we could afford. We were eager to go to Israel, all of us, but
our financial problems were an obstacle. When Ukraine declared its independence in 1990, we
started planning to move to Israel again, but my sister fell ill with cancer. She had breast cancer.
She needed help and I could not leave her when she was so ill. My sister died in 1990. Her husband
married again after a couple of years. He lives in Chicago in the US, but he still treats us as his
family. He writes and calls us and is planning to visit here.
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