
Anna Ivankovitser's Paternal Grandfather,
Israil Ivankovitser 

My father's father Israil Ivankovitser on a photo taken in Dubrovka in the 1900s. I knew my
grandfather. He was born in Dubrovka in the 1870s. He was always reading the Talmud. My
grandfather had a beard and payes and wore a kippah. When going out he put on a hat. He always
wore black clothes, even when it was hot outside. I don't know what he did for a living. He had 3
children. My grandfather didn't remarry after his wife's death. He was very religious and gave his
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children a religious education. My father and his brothers studied in cheder. They spoke Yiddish in
the family. The family observed Jewish traditions and celebrated the Sabbath and all the Jewish
holidays. My grandfather went to synagogue in Dubrovka every day. He died around 1925. Half of
the inhabitants in Dubrovka were Jewish. The population of the town was Russian and Ukrainian. It
was a small town and people knew each other. People in Dubrovka lived like good neighbors; they
treated each other with respect and supported one another. There was a square in town and the
main buildings of the town were located there. They were a church, a synagogue and a market.
That is all I know about the life of my father's family in Dubrovka. Regretfully, I didn't take any
interest in the history of the family while my parents were alive. Only later did I regret that I didn't
do so at that time.
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