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Shemtov Natan

This photo was taken in Varna but | don't know when. It shows my father's brother Shemtov Natan.
My father had two older brothers. Bohor Natan, the eldest, was an extremely intelligent person.
Although he didn't have a degree, he spoke German very well, and his French was also fluent. He
was a very close friend of Georgi Kirkov. Bohor was among the first non-Bulgarians who had a
mixed marriage with a Bulgarian woman. As there wasn't a civil marriage service in the country at
that time, the couple went to Germany in order to contract their marriage. Bohor got married in the
1910s and died in 1936. His daughter Malvina died in 1967 without having any children, which
actually ended that branch of the family. Our grandmother, Sol Natan, didn't even acknowledge her
as a rightful granddaughter because her parents didn't have a religious wedlock. The second
brother, Shemtov Natan, was a lawyer. He lived in Varna, later he moved to Israel and then to
Australia, where he died in the 1970s. He had two sons. | have vague memories of Bohor, who died
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when | was 10 years old. | seldom met Shemtov, who lived in another town, but | remember that
they were both handsome men.
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