
Waclaw Iglicki With His Sister Rachela
Steinhendler 

This is me with my sister, Rachela Steinhendler. This photo was taken in Zelechow in the 1930s; I
don?t know the exact date. We lived in Zelechow, it was a small town. I went to a public school. It
was an elementary school. Seven grades. I don't think I was even seven when I started attending
school in 1930. My sister went there, too. It was the only school in town. The high school was in
Garwolin, that's 20 kilometers from us. The school was for the Poles and for our youth. When there
was Polish religion, religion for the Polish youth, we would go to a different classroom, a teacher
would come to us and teach us Jewish religion. Other than that there were no segregations, and
there were also no problems. And we were about 30 in the class for sure. A row of desks on one
side, and one on the other side. I remember only my favorite teachers: the gym teacher, Mr.
Boleslaw Osla, the music teacher, Professor Gardecka, the biology teacher, Professor Blachnio. I
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don't remember any more. You always remember the favorite ones. I remember the math teacher
less, because I didn't like the class. Overall I was a good student. I usually didn't have any
problems with school. I was rather in the top, didn't lag behind. My sister belonged to some youth
organization: Hahalutz or Hashomer Hatzair. Something like that. And they had their place, a club,
where they used to get together on Saturdays. They organized events there: some discussions,
dances, singing. I didn't go there. My sister did. I was more active on the soccer field, because I
belonged to a youth team. Juniors. It was a local representation. We used to play matches when
soccer players came from Ryki, or some other town; we had events like that. Where the public
school was located, where I went to school, there was a real sports field. We used to play soccer,
there were goal posts; we could also play volleyball, basketball.
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