
Adela Hinkova On A Labor Day In The Jewish
School In Vidin 

This is a photo taken on a day for an overall cleaning in the Jewish school in Vidin in 1927 or 1928.
The headmaster Koen is in the most upper row. I?m the fourth from right in the second row. The
teachers are also here. When I was a student in the second grade, we were about to celebrate
Chanukkah in the neighborhood cinema. So, we prepared a performance, I was appointed to be
first candle. My mother bought me a dress made of black velvet with a white collar. After me the
second candle came on stage and then all the other five. I was very proud that I was the first one.
We lit only one candle at home on that holiday. My father was more interested in having enough
food on the table so that we wouldn't catch tuberculosis. The Jewish school had four grades, and I
studied five years. When I was in the second grade my brother went down with mumps. So, I was
under quarantine for three weeks. Then my mother also caught it and our teacher in Ivrit, who was
also the school headmaster, decided that I should repeat the year. We didn't have any textbooks
and I couldn't catch up with the studies at home. I was happy when I received a 'good' [four out of
six] as a grade. I studied a lot, because I had to repeat the grade. Once the teacher asked me to
read aloud and I said, 'Please, wait for me to take my pencil.' I had the habit of underlining what I
read in order to avoid making mistakes. The children laughed at me saying, 'Are you reading with
your mouth or with the pencil?'
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