
Ota Gubic With His Brother Ervin 

This photograph was taken sometime at the end of the 1920s in Prievidza. The photo shows me (on
the right) with my brother Ervin. My brother, Ervin Gubitsch, was born in 1920 in Banska Bystrica.
There was a two year age difference between us. He buried himself in books from the time he was
little. We had a writing desk with drawers that were full of books. In later years there was also a
smaller library in our father's store. I don't think he was interested in much else. He had one very
good friend, Karolko [Karol] Handler. Karol was a fervent Communist, he may even have been the
chairman of the Komsomol. But during the war he bungled things, because he was drafted, and
back then you could buy your way out of the army for ten crowns a day. He made the cardinal
mistake of buying his way out and coming to Prievidza. The fascists of course found out about it,
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and dragged him off on the first transport. Karolko was a very talented journalist. He wrote for A-Z,
which was a tabloid magazine. I know that he used to come to our store to borrow books and
magazines. He used to read there because his father was a glass cutter. He had a glazier's in
Prievidza in Piaricka Street, but was very clumsy. When he was cutting glass, before he managed
to frame a picture he wasted more than he produced. So they weren't wealthy, he belonged to the
poorer of Prievidza tradesmen.
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