
Communist Party Meeting 

This photograph was taken in Karlovy Vary at the beginning of the 1950s, at a Communist Party
meeting. I took the photo. I don't even know anymore how they convinced me to become the
regional Communist Party secretary. Before February 1948, the Communist Party created the
position of so-called district secretaries. Each region was divided up into districts. It was a major
coup for the Communist Party, because they got close to the people. I was in charge of about five
organizations. Meetings were held at least once a week, sometimes even twice. In February, I also
took part in those February events. I started working as the secretary of the regional committee of
the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. I held this position for five years, and then was a cultural
officer at the Regional Committee. This is a sad chapter of my life, even though my hands are
clean. I don't have even a smidgen of blood behind my fingernails, neither was I persecuted after
the revolution, because I acted normally. I can look back at those five years with a clear
conscience, but on the other hand, it was after all no smooth ride being a secretary of the
Communist Party. There were enough of all sorts of Communists here, so it was quite difficult. I
also had a lot of enemies. Finally I had to leave my position and then worked only as a typesetter,
from where I went into retirement. I lived through democracy as a social order, I had the partisan
movement behind me as well as illegal Communist work. For me it was a matter of fact that after
the war I remained a Communist. In the 1950s they threw me out. I didn't accept it very easily, so I
tried to get them to take me back, which I finally succeeded in doing, but then they threw me out
again. I was too much of a democrat for their tastes.
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