
The Hagar Brothers' Partisan Unit On
Vtacnik 

This photograph was taken up above the Novaky labor camp in the Vtacnik mountains. It shows the
Hagar brothers' partisan unit. The picture was taken between the years 1943 and 1944. An illegal
Communist organization was formed in Novaky. You could say that it was led by the Hagar brothers
[Frantisek Hagar and Jozef Hagar]. They escaped and formed a semi-illegal organization in Vtacnik,
semi-illegal because it was persecuted only for the sake of appearances, in front of the Germans. In
reality it was a quite large organization. It was supported by people from the surrounding towns,
who would also bring them food. I also used to go from the camp illegally to Vtacnik. A small
stream ran all the way down from Vtacnik to the camp, and at night we used to follow the stream
up there. We dug a hole under the barbed wire, and at night we'd carry out food. People would
come to meet us, and we'd give them the packages. There was a lot of vegetation around the
camp, high trees, and that's where we would give it to them. Of course, some prisoners held it
against us, but we would explain to them that we still had something in the camp, while they didn't
have anything, so it was our duty to help them. The Upper Nitra Partisan Brigade, with the Hagar
brothers and Frantisek Miseje, was active in Vtacnik. I was the connection between the camp and
the partisans. I remember it as if it were yesterday. In May of 1943 I went from the camp along the
creek all the way to Vtacnik, they led me all the way to the top. It was a beautiful day, and they
showed me the camp, you could see all three parts of the camp. The roofs were made of tar paper,
and were beautifully lit by the sun. It was a sight to see.
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