
Jemma Grinberg's Mother Anna Deich With
The Children From Kindergarten 

My mother Anna Deich (2nd row, center) with the children from kindergarten. The photo was taken
in Kiev in 1952. My mother worked as the director at the factory school in a small Tatar village of
Amadysh not far from Kazan. After I finished the 8th grade I convinced my mother to move to
Moscow. I was eager to continue my studies there. When we came to Moscow we didn't have a
place to live - our house in Voronok had burned down, so for some time, we lived at the hostel with
Regina. Later, Mama got a job assignment at the children's home in Repino, a village in the vicinity
of Ivanovo. We didn't live there long. I went to my Aunt Fania in Gorky, and my mother went to
Kiev. Mama got a position as director of the children's home in the village of Grebyonki near Kiev. I
came to Kiev and went to school there in 1948. My mother and I didn't have a place to live. We
rented a corner in a room and shared one bed. In 1949, twelve directors, all of them Jews, were
fired, including my mother. Mama then found a job as a teacher at the kindergarten of the
equipment plant. My mother died in 1982. During the last years of her life, mama wanted to move
to Israel - she wanted us to go there, but, unfortunately, we never did.
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