
Vladimir Goldman's Family 

This is a family photograph. From left to right are my mother Maria Frenkel-Goldman, my father-in-
law David Kangun, my wife Maya Goldman, I, my mother-in-law Sopha Kangun and my father Miron
Goldman. The photo was taken in Odessa on 12 February 1961, six months after my wedding. I met
Maya Kangun at my friends' place. I liked her very much and she seemed to like me. We got
married on 4th December 1960. I was 26 and Maya was 20. I was working at the plant, and Maya
was a student at the Institute of Foreign Languages, which was incorporated into Odessa University
later. Maya came from a patriarchal family. Her parents spoke Yiddish. Her father, David
Isaacovich, went to the synagogue where he had a seat of his own. He was a political officer and
participated in the defense of Stalingrad. He graduated from a pedagogical institute and was a
teacher of mathematics. He was a very smart, intelligent and reserved man. Maya's mother, Sopha
Kangun, also graduated from a pedagogical institute. She was deputy director in a school. They
celebrated Jewish holidays, cooked traditional Jewish food and lit candles. On Pesach they bought
matzah. That's how I came to go to the synagogue for the first time. I had to get some matzah
there, but gradually I got interested in the history and religion of the Jewish people. It was
impossible to get a Torah at that time so I bought the Bible. I started reading the Old Testament.
David Isaacovich gave me a number of books about the history and traditions of the Jewish people.
I was very fond of reading. I've always bought books and have a good collection. Maya's uncle,
Joseph Wolfovich Goldfarb, one of the founders of the Construction Institute, helped me to enter
the evening department of this institute. I worked during the day and attended classes in the
evening. I studied at the Institute for six years. I got along well with my fellow students and
teachers. I graduated from the Institute in 1966. In the same year I quit my job at the plant and got
another job in the Housing Design Institute. I became chief engineer of the gasification project. I
worked in this Institute for 27 years. I had a wonderful relationship with my colleagues. Even after I
retired I continued working for them as an advisor. I also volunteered to work at the Association of
Inmates of Concentration Camps and Ghetto. I became a member of the council of the Association
and then its Deputy Chairman.
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