
Vladimir Goldman's Grandmother Enia
Frenkel 

This is my grandmother on my mother's side, Enia Frenkel. The photo was taken at M. Brikman's
photo studio in Proskurov in the 1890s. My grandmother was born in the middle of the 1860s. She
wore a wig when she was young. When she was old she covered her head with a shawl. My
grandmother was a housewife and had a domestic aid who came to do housekeeping chores on
Saturdays. My grandmother taught all her daughters how to cook and lay the table. My mother
went to the market with my grandmother. Local farmers from the neighboring villages sold their
products there: poultry, butter, milk, vegetables and fruit. My grandmother taught her how to make
the best choices at the market. At dinner the whole family got together at the table. My
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grandfather sat at the head of the table and said a blessing over every dish. On Sabbath they
dressed up and sat at the table with the visiting relatives. My grandmother lit two candles and my
grandfather said a prayer. The family celebrated all Jewish holidays, but my mother's favorite
holidays were Chanukkah and Purim. On Chanukkah the children got gifts and Chanukkah gelt, and
on Purim my grandmother made delicious hamantashen. On Yom Kippur the adults fasted and my
mother observed this tradition until the end of her life. My grandfather and grandmother had
twelve children. Three of them died in infancy. The rest of them were Leo, Fenia, Naum, Marcus,
Sophia, Betia, Maria, Rosa and Isaac. The sons studied in cheder and the girls received religious
education at home - a melamed taught them the prayers. Proskurov was a small town and the
children left for other places to live their own lives.
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