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Engelina Goldentracht's Aunt Rachel
Gurvich

My mother's sister Rachel. The photo was taken in Dnepropetrovsk after World War Il. My
grandparents on my mother's side, Aron and Matlia Stravets, had five children: Abram, born in
1896, Rachel, born in 1898, Bencion, born in 1900, my mother Lubov, born in 1902 and the
youngest, Maria, born in 1904. Rachel entered the Medical Institute in Ekaterinoslav after finishing
grammar school and graduated in the first years after the revolution. She was a physician in a
hospital in Dnepropetrovsk. She was married. Her Jewish husband Misha Gurvich, also a doctor,
was in evacuation with their son Abram, named after Abram who had been killed, during World War
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II. Misha was released from the army due to his poor eyesight. Rachel was recruited to the army in
the first days of the war. She worked at a front line hospital. Rachel was sickly, but she couldn't
afford to get ill at the front. She died a few years after the war.
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