
Moisey Goihberg's Wife, Mara Goihberg 

My future wife, Mara Khersonskaya, on a photo taken in Kiev in 1950. I met my wife Mara
Khersonskaya, a Jew, in Vorzel near Kiev in the early 1950s. Mara was born in Kiev in 1928. Her
father Mikhail Khersonskiy was a party activist. Before the war he was secretary of the Podol party
committee. When the war began Mikhail volunteered to go to the front and perished defending
Kiev. Mara's mother worked at the Torgmash Plant before and after the war. They were a very
intelligent family without any religious prejudices. During the war Mara and her mother were
evacuated to the Riasan region. Before we met Mara had graduated from the Philology Faculty of
Kiev State University and worked as a schoolteacher of Russian language and literature. We had
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much in common: we both loved literature and poetry, and were fond of theater and classical
music. We courted for two years. After we got married I was sent to Stavysche. At first we lived at
Mara's apartment and later we moved to my parents. In due time we bought a big cooperative
apartment. That's where we still live.
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