
Ruvin Gitman At The Dedication Of A War
Monument 

This photo was taken in Mikhalka in 2001 at the ceremony of the dedication of a monument to the
Jews of the village of Mikhalka, Vyzhniki district, who had perished during the war. I am on the right
standing next to the railing. Jewish life in Ukraine has livened up recently. Jewish public
organizations have opened in Chernovtsy. Hesed provides assistance with food packages,
medications, good medical care and so on. We also receive Jewish newspapers and magazines. I
always read them with interest. There is a big library in Hesed. We also celebrate the Sabbath and
all Jewish holidays there. At Purim there was a Purimshpil at the theater in Chernovtsy. My wife and
I observe Jewish traditions. We fast on Yom Kippur. We celebrate Pesach, Rosh Hashanah and other
holidays. I also take an active part in the activities of the Ghetto Inmates Association and the
Association of Veterans of the Great Patriotic War. We put in order an abandoned Jewish cemetery
in Chernovtsy. We search for the locations of mass shootings and the burial of Jews during the war
to install monuments in these locations. The latest monument was inaugurated on Ukrainian
Independence Day in the village of Mileyevo near Chernovtsy on 24th August 2002. Over 100
Jewish inhabitants of Mileyevo were killed there. We need to remember those who perished to keep
further generations informed about the horrors of war. Let people remember and preserve peace
on Earth.
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