
Rachel Gitelis' Marriage Certificate 

This is my ketubbah, my marriage certificate. It was issued in 1951 in Odessa. I married Itzyk
Moshevich Knepfolgen in 1951. My good friend introduced us to one another. We had a Jewish
wedding with a chuppah, and our marriage was registered in the synagogue. We had many guests
and a lot of food at our wedding party. Itzyk was two years younger than I, and he had a secondary
education. His mother and sister were still alive. His father perished at the front. Itzyk was also at
the front during the war and he was wounded on his arm. After the war he worked at a store, and
then he got a job as a plumber. We lived with my mother. Unfortunately, our marriage fell apart.
We were very different and had different views of life. I was used to going to work, but my husband
was convinced that I should be a housewife. He couldn't provide for his family. He made many
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promises to me, saying he would find a well-paid job, but he never kept his promises. He never
thought about tomorrow and wasted all the money he had. Our marriage lasted eight years. We
didn't have any children and decided to get divorced. The divorce was a great disappointment to
me. A friend told me later that Itzyk moved to America in the 1970s.
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