
Ernest Galpert With His Wife Tilda Galpert 

This is a picture of my wife Tilda Galpert, nee Akerman, and me at our dacha. The photo was taken
in Uzhgorod in 1972. I spent all my free time with my family. On weekends we went for walks and
hiking in the mountains. In summer we went hiking and in winter we went skiing in the mountains.
We spent vacations at the seaside in the south. In the 1970s I received a plot of land and we began
to build a dacha [cottage] and grow fruit trees and flowers. The dacha was our favorite pastime. My
sons were helping me to build the house. My wife enjoyed gardening. Tilda and I often went to
concerts and theaters. We also liked inviting friends to our home. My wife and I had many friends.
Most of them were Jews, but we also had non-Jewish friends. Tilda and I were happy to have
gatherings with friends. We always celebrated birthdays in the family and Soviet holidays. I cannot
say that we cared that much about the meaning of these holidays, but my wife and I appreciated
any opportunity to invite friends and enjoy their company. There used to come so many guests that
we had to keep the door between the rooms open and there was a table set across these two
rooms. However little space there was we had lots of fun and enjoyed these gatherings. Most of our
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friends were older than us. We had older friends since only a few Jews of our age returned from the
camps. So many of our friends are gone. There's nobody left. Just the two of us. Do you understand
what that means? There were so many of us. We were great friends. When we go to the cemetery
there's one buried here, another one there? It's scaring. I'm glad that the children of our friends
who live in Uzhgorod keep in touch with us.
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