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This is a family photograph: I, my wife Tilda and our sons: Pyotr on the left and Yuri. The picture
was taken in Uzhgorod in 1967. Our son Pyotr was born in 1951. His Jewish name was Pinchas after
my paternal grandfather. Our second son, Yuri, was born in 1955 and has the Jewish name of Eshye
after my father. Our sons were healthy and nice children. They are different: Pyotr is quiet, he
never hurries and likes staying home, while Yuri is cheerful and sociable. He has many friends. Our
sons went to the same kindergarten and school. They both had the same elementary school
teacher. They studied in a Russian secondary school. Pyotr finished the school with honors. We
didn't want him to continue his education in Ukraine fearing that he would face anti-Semitism.
Ukraine was a part of the USSR. Anti-Semitism in Russia wasn't as strong as in Ukraine. He went to
Leningrad where he passed successfully his entrance exams to the Optical Mechanical College. He
studied there for five and a half years. He had his pre-diploma practical training at the military
plant in Izhevsk and they sent wonderful references for his performance back to the college. Our
younger son went to take entrance exams to the same college in Leningrad where Pyotr studied
after finishing school. Regretfully, he fell ill and couldn't take the exams. He was recruited to the
army. He served in a military unit that dealt with radar units. Yuri was the assistant to an officer
who worked with electronics. After demobilization he returned to Uzhgorod and went to work at a
plant as a mechanic. He also entered the Electric Engineering Faculty of Lvov Polytechnic
University and finished it. After finishing his studies Yuri became an engineer at the plant where he
had worked as a mechanic before. He worked there until the plant was shut down during
perestroika. Yuri and his friend opened a café. Yuri didn't quite like it, but he had to earn his living.
He worked there for three years. When Hesed was organized in Uzhgorod its director invited Yuri to
work. Yuri is regional director of the Hesed and is happy with this job. Yuri got married in 1974. Yuri
lives with his family not far from here. We often visit them and they come to see us. Both of our
sons have non-Jewish wives. They are happy with their family life and that is what matters to us.
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