
Mirra Haitina's Family 

This is my mother's younger sister Mirra's family. From left to right: Mirra's husband, whose first
name I don't remember, his last name was Haitin, their son Leonid Haitin, Mirra Haitina (nee
Benderskaya). In the second row is her husband's younger brother. The photo was taken in
Zhytomyr in 1936. My mother's father died in 1905 when my mother was a child. My maternal
grandmother Pesia-Feiga had four children when she became a widow. My mother, Basia, was the
oldest. She was born in 1896. The second daughter, Freida, was born in 1900 and the youngest son
Leibl in 1903. The last daughter, Mirra, was born in 1905 after grandfather died. A brother of my
grandmother's father, Avrum-Faivish, lived in the village of Romanivka. He had four children. They
were a wealthy family and he took my mother into his family. My mother's younger sisters, Freida
and Mirra, stayed with my grandmother. My grandmother remarried. This happened at the time
when my mother was still staying with my grandmother's uncle. There was a widower by the name
of David Rakhlis who lived in Zhytomyr. Mirra, the youngest in the family, was David's favorite.
They were of the same kind. Mirra yelled and cursed, but David forgave her everything. He even
bequeathed his house to her. Mirra got married in 1927. Her husband's last name was Haitin. He
was an engineer. Her son Leonid was born in 1929. Mirra's husband died of a heart attack in a
recreation center before the war. She never remarried. Mirra died in Zhytomyr in the 1980s. Her
son lives in Germany.
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