
The Adler Family 

The photograph was taken in Pezinok in the year 1931. From right to left you can see my father,
Arnold Adler, me, Alica Gazikova, my brother Juraj and my mother Valeria Adlerova, nee
Baumhornova. My father was born in Pezinok. He graduated from a two-year business school, likely
in Bratislava, as there was no school like that in Pezinok before World War I. My father attended
German schools, as his mother tongue was German, but he also spoke Hungarian and Slovak. Well,
and my mother, though she lived in Zilina, attended Hungarian schools. I and my brother spoke
Slovak with our parents, but what language we spoke with my father's parents, that I don't
remember any more. My father, if I'm to be objective, as far as is possible, was the most fantastic
person. I loved him terribly. He was very just. He had not even a speck of animosity in him. He was
very tolerant and kind-hearted. I can't tell you anything specific about his political opinions. I do
know, though, that my father was the only one of his siblings who didn't serve in the army.
Because he took care of supplying the army, he was exempted from army service. I didn't like my
mother as much. What I can say about her is that that she was a very good homemaker. She loved
that store, it was everything to her. Simply put, she was completely absorbed by that store. Our
household was very well-run and everything was in the utmost order. Nothing was wasted. And the
only thing that I felt was that she liked my brother more than me. She didn't even hide it very
much.
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